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Breaking Bread

We have had memorable and preoccupying events of
late, both in St Patrick’s and out in the world. In the
parish, we helped launch the new priestly career of Fr
Gabe LePage, and also celebrated the patronal feast day
of our Patron Saint, Patrick of Ireland. (Photos from
both happy events are elsewhere in the issue.) Beyond the parish boundaries, as we go
to press, there is war and economic dislocation. It’s an odd mix of plusses and minuses, a
time of strong emotional pushes and pulls.

What is the church to do in such times?

I’'ve thought a lot about this question, and have become increasingly convinced that the
answer is simple. We should prioritize what Jesus told us we should: that is, observe first
and foremost the commandment to “love the Lord our God with all our heart and mind
and strength and soul.” Not that we ignore the second commandment, to love our
neighbor as ourselves. Not at all. But Jesus’ logic is that we do better at the second
commandment when we get the first one right.

In practical terms, this means that the worship of God is to remain our priority. In days
when it is so easy to let our minds be overwhelmed by events, the church is uniquely
well situated to remind us why we have minds in the first place: because we are created
in the image of God! When we keep ourselves oriented to this true north—when we
praise God truly-- we navigate the other demands of life in a healthy way, including
participation in civic affairs.

All this being the case, | would call upon the good people of St Patrick’s to observe the
upcoming liturgies of Holy Week and Easter with attention and devotion. They move us
into the depths of God’s plans for us, and the eternal purposes of divine love. We can do
no better than to take them fully to heart. The schedule this year is:

March 29 Palm Sunday 10AM

April 2 Maundy Thursday 7PM
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April 3 Good Friday 12 Noon

April 5 EASTER DAY 10AM

Before | close, | want to put in another word for the second Commandment, the one
about love of neighbor. During Lent, it has become clear that this commandment truly is
on our hearts as well. The guest speakers have been listened to with careful attention.

The special collections have all been generous:

February 22 Montana Writing Coaches $430

March 1 Al Ahli Episcopal Hospital $517
March 8 Valley Neighbors $520
March 15 Flathead Warming Center $441
March 22 Bigfork Food Bank TBA

It’s been a good Lent; now, on to Easter!

Yours faithfully,
(Rev) Donnel O’Flynn

Annual Meeting - January 25, 2026

The annual meeting took place on January 25th, with an opening of prayer
and a remembrance of two of our parishioners who died this past year -
Sally Sebring and Nancy Potoczny.

It was brought up that in drafting the 2026 budget there was shortfall to
cover our normal expenses. A creative solution was brought forth in the
Rector’s report where Father O’Flynn would change over to a supply priest
mid-year to lessen the pressure on the church budget. This solution and
budget solution was brought up again in the Treasurer’s report and the
budget was voted on and approved.
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The other vestry members and areas of the church gave their reports also.
In the Junior Warden’s report, a sign update was given. A new sign has
been agreed upon and is on its way.

There was an election and approval for two new members of the vestry -
Peter Robinson and Nancy Winder. We also held an election of the delegates
to the 2026 convention and Beth Schomber and Ann LePage will be
representing St. Patrick’s church.

UPDATE: In February a $53K anonymous donation was given to the church.
Given this change to the budget, there will not be a mid-year adjustment to
Donnel’s status as the permanent rector for 2026, and he has been
reappointed by the bishop

The Lord works in mysterious ways - and we appreciate the generosity of
our anonymous donor!

Ordination of Rev. Gabe LePage

On February 28, 2026, Gabe Lepage was ordained into the priesthood. This
event took place at All Saints Church in Columbia Falls. There were family
members, church clergy, and members of St. Patrick’s and All Saints in
attendance to witness his ordination. Thank you to all the members of St.
Patrick’s who helped coordinate and provide refreshments for the reception
after the ordination. It was a memorable event, and one in which we felt
great happiness as we witnessed Rev. Gabe take his vows and start the
journey of his formal priesthood.




Lenten t ker

Montana Writing Coaches: On
February 22nd, we welcomed Terry
Solomon representing Montana Writing
Coaches. This nonprofit organization
trains community members to support
public school student literacy with
coaching and positive feedback
techniques.

Valley Neighbors: On March 8, we
welcomed Rebecca Miller and Johnny
Skinner of Valley Neighbors immigrant
ministry. They spoke of the struggles
that immigrants are currently facing
and the help that their organization is
trying to provide. Their work takes
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https://www.writingcoachesofmontana.org/
https://www.valleyneighborswelcome.org/

courage and we appreciate the help that they are providing with
disenfranchised people in our country. These are people who have come to
our country for a better life under a variety of circumstances and have legal
status to be here, but it takes patience and bravery to work through the red
tape and survive the ICE detention centers. Valley Neighbors supports the
immigrants in their quest.

[ | | Flathead Warming Center: On
| ® ' | . March 15, Sean Patrick O’'Neill talked
ol 488 Ir ki % { about the progress that the Flathead

ST. PATRICK'S DAY % R ' L‘l el | Warming Center is making in taking
370 ) ‘ | unhoused people in the valley, and
645 | 4 | giving them a warm safe place to stay.

' ' . The warming center’s real mission is to

locate permanent housing for the
people who are in need of a place to

| . Za Il stay, and this task takes approx. 100
HV | [ patdeclui S (il days once the search has started.
They are nearing the 100 day mark
before they will close for the season. Please keep their mission in your
prayers as they work to meet the needs of their current clients.

Bigfork Food Bank: On March 22, we will entertain a representative from
the Bigfork Food Bank. This will give us an opportunity to find out more
about the current status of their operation and any particular needs in which
we can address.

Communication Update

The website for the church has been revamped, and Karla Smolen has spent
time working on a new format and new content. Please take a few minutes
to log on to the website and check it out. Just a few new items on website:

e Video of St. Patrick’s day celebration
e Link to the QR code for donations
e FB link for the church
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https://www.bigforkfoodbank.org/
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Special Service :
Nancy Hughes Potoczny

St Patrick’s will lay to rest one of our founding members on
Saturday, April 18 at 10:30 AM. Nancy had lived in Billings since
2017, but Ferndale and St Patrick’s church were always dear to
her, and so she is returning home. All are invited to the service
and to a luncheon reception afterwards at the Swan River Hall.
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Her obituary reads in part:

“Born in Kalispell, MT, Nancy was the 2" of 3 daughters raised by John “Jack” Hughes
and Betty Hunter Hughes. Nancy loved the Flathead Valley and other than a few years
away for college and teaching, she always lived in the area.

Nancy’s first marriage gave her 2 daughters, Carolyn and Molly. In later years, through
a blind date set up by mutual friends, Nancy met Joe Potoczny and found the love of
her life. They were married November 22, 1967 and together raised Joe’s daughter,
Zoe, Carolyn and Molly, son, Joe and daughter, Sarah, in the house in Ferndale where
Nancy lived for 50 years.

Nancy was always meant to be a teacher. For many years she took a break from
teaching and was a stay-at-home mom where she shared her love of music, books and
learning with all of her kids and encouraged them in finding their own passions.
Whether teaching in a traditional classroom (Kalispell), running a one-room
schoolhouse (Swan Lake), working as an aide for special needs children (Bigfork &
Cayuse Prairie) or just being with her children at home, she loved teaching and
spending time with children.

Nancy was an active member in her church and the last surviving charter member of St.
Patrick’s Episcopal Church in Bigfork. She and Joe, along with 2 other Bigfork residents
and the support of clergy from Kalispell began planning and having services in the fall of
1976. On April 1, 1977, St. Patrick’s was admitted as a Mission Church to the Diocese
of Montana. She remained very involved in the church until September 2017 when she
moved to Billings to be closer to family.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays:
March April
Tom LePage 1 Karla Smolen 6
Donnel O’Flynn 1 Bruce Cutshall 28
Patty Blonda Saville 17
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May

Canon Bradley Wirth 2
Paul Schomber 11
Linda Cahill 16
Jan Cutshall 20
Jeannine Wirth 22
Anniversaries:
April
Buz and Carole Meyer 9
May
Tom and Ann LePage 27
Peter & Pam Robinson 11
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St. Patrick’s Staff: Phone:
Father Donnel O’Flynn, Rector (406) 837-5249

Deb Roundy, Secretary to the Rector
Patty LaBlonda Saville, Altar Guild Email:

Director : : :
episcopalchurch@stpatricksbigfork.org

Website:

St. Patrick’s Vestry 2026: http://www.stpatricksbigfork.or

Tom LePage, Sr. Warden

Peter Robinson, Jr. Warden

Jerry Southwood, Treasurer

Pam Robinson, Assistant Treasurer
Nancy Winder, Clerk of the Parish
Beth Schomber

Sara Sheffield

Address:

St. Patrick Episcopal Church
PO Box 431

Bigfork, MT 59911


mailto:episcopalchurch@stpatricksbigfork.org
http://www.stpatricksbigfork.org
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